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222N Establishmentarians Not Rising to the Occasion

INE days after the mysterious death of
the

Hunan public security bureau has

Hunan activist Li Wangyang,
decided to set up a task force comprising experts in
criminal investigation to probe into the case. The
many suspicious circumstances surrounding Li's
death are likely to be the focus of investigation.

Li Gang, deputy director of the Central Government
Liaison Office, said earlier that his office had
conveyed to the central government Hong Kong
people's views about Li's death. This probably is why
the Hunan public security bureau is taking over the
case. In other words, the central government has
directed the Hunan authorities to handle the case
properly. We believe the Central Government Liaison
Office took the initiative this time because President
Hu Jintao is coming to Hong Kong to officiate at the
swearing-in ceremony of the new Chief Executive
and the next government.

Over the past few days, Li's case has continued to
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reverberate in Hong Kong. If the Hunan authorities
fail to come up with a credible account of Li's death
the July 1
demonstration can be expected to be very impressive

before Hu's visit to Hong Kong,

in scale. The Liaison Office certainly does not want to
see Hu in the awkward position of being caught in the
centre of the storm, which probably is the main reason
why it has reflected Hong Kong people's views to the
central government.

Soon after the exposure of Li's case, Michael Tien
Puk-sun and Miriam Lau Kin-yee, Hong Kong
deputies to the National People's Congress (NPC),
and Lew Mon-hung, Hong Kong delegate to the
Chinese People's Political Consultative Conference
(CPPCC), found Li's death suspicious and wrote to
the NPC or the Supreme People's Court, asking for a
thorough investigation into the case. Other than the
three, those in the establishmentarian camp with the
power to take action did their best to evade the issue.
It was not until recently, when they found public
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emotions running high or sensed that the Liaison
Office and the central government would soon take
action, that they came out one after another
demanding an investigation or declaring that they had
communicated to the central government Hong Kong
people's feelings. Their change in stance is based
more on calculation and cunning than on a sense of
right and wrong, and certainly has nothing to do with
the dictates of conscience.

Judging only by what was observed at the scene,
one can clearly see gross injustice in Li's mysterious
death. Yet for quite a while those who have the power
and are in a position to speak for the people chose to
do nothing other than sit on the fence. We find them
really disappointing.

Under the "one country, two systems" policy, Hong
Kong people have the right of independent thinking
and free speech, which mainlanders are not entitled
to, and which we should make good use of. As Li died
mysteriously shortly after an interview with Hong

Kong Cable Television and the case has sparked a
public outcry in Hong Kong, Chief Executive Donald
Tsang Yam-kuen, Chief Executive-elect Leung
Chun-ying, and Hong Kong's NPC as well as CPPCC
members have the duty to make all these known to
the central government. This can help to clarify things
and pacify Hong Kong people, and at the same time
reduce the damage done to China and the central
government's image in the international society.
Regrettably, the establishmentarians just keep
dancing to the tune of the authorities.

With the Hunan public security bureau taking over
Li's case, we look forward to a report of findings that is
credible and convincing, or Hong Kong people will not
be pacified. At the same time, the findings should be
published in mainland China to show the central
government's commitment to the rule of law, which

may serve as alesson to unruly local authorities.
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lossary

reverberate /ri'va:barert/
to have a strong effect on people for a period of
time overalarge area

dictate /'diktert/
something that needs to be obeyed; a guiding
principle

dance to the tune of somebody/

dance to somebody's tune

If you dance to somebody's tune, you do
whatever this person instructs you to.




